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Prison Ministry – April 3, 2010 “The Narrow Way” - A sermon 
preached by Pastor Richard Vaughn Sabbath March 20, 2010 at the Victory Everlasting Gospel Church
The broad road and the narrow way; which pathway are you following? Let us seek the Lord’s presence …
Turn in your Bibles to Matthew 7 verses 13 and 14. This is Jesus speaking. He said, “Enter ye in at the strait (the Hebrew word is stenos meaning narrow or close about) Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad (the Hebrew word is eurus meaning spacious or unrestricted) for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.”
How many are on the broad road heading for destruction? The Word says many. Nobody really wants to die and so it seems a mystery that the majority choose the very path to destruction. Jesus says that is so as we have just read. Keep in mind now, Jesus is not zeroing in on the vain worldly people, as they are surely all on the broad road and their destruction is a certainty; rather He is talking about those who call themselves by His name. He’s talking about Christians.

Now if most people are on this broad road leading to destruction, they must all be behaving in a similar manner. A pastor I know, whose son was in an SDA school was having a behavioral problem. His father asked him why he had gotten into this trouble? The son answered by telling his dad that everybody is doing it. The pastor than asked him if everybody ends up being destroyed in hell fire, do you still want to be with everybody? Well no said the son as he pondered this revelation.

So therein is the first problem with those on the broad road.  The behavior is in a similar manner because everyone is doing it. The second thing I want to look at is this and it is in the verses we just read. If you are going to walk the narrow way, you must first enter though the strait or narrow gate. Did you notice that? You cannot even get on the narrow way until you are willing to enter the narrow gate. Let’s see what the Bible tells us the gate is. 

Turn to genesis 28:11-17 “And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set; and he took of the stones of that place, and put [them for] his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep. And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it. And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I [am] the LORD God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed; And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. And, behold, I [am] with thee, and will keep thee in all [places] whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done [that] which I have spoken to thee of. And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD is in this place; and I knew [it] not. And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful [is] this place! this [is] none other but the house of God, and this [is] the gate of heaven.” 
Jacob said this is the gate of heaven. This is the gate that leads to the narrow way that leads up to heaven. This is, he said, none other than the house of God; therefore the gate of heaven is the house of God. Do you see that? If you want to walk the narrow way you must first enter through the gate which is the house of God. Now, where do we find the house of God which is the gate to heaven? Look in 1 Timothy 3:15 Paul says, “But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.” What did Paul say the house of God is? He said it is the church. By the way, because of this text, there is a denomination that was started called “The Church of God.” 

All the different denominations believe that they are the real church of the living God; the Jehovah’s Witnesses, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, the Church of God, the Church of Jesus Christ, the Seventh-day Adventists and on and on. What is Paul saying here? He says the church of the living God is the pillar and ground of the what? The Truth.
Now let’s summarize what we have discovered so far. Jesus tells us if we are going to go to heaven we must be on the what? The narrow way. And in order to get to the narrow way I must go through the what? The narrow gate which leads to heaven. And what is the gate? The church. The Gate is the church. Anyone who says it’s not important to go to church is self deceived because God says clearly that the church is the gate that heaven bound Christians must enter to the narrow way. 
Now let’s establish what the church is. Many say the church is the organization or the structure. That is what the Roman Catholics teach and there are many in Seventh-day Adventism that say just that. But what does Paul say the church is? He says it is the pillar and the ground of the truth. So if I am to find my way to the narrow way, I must go through the narrow gate which is the church which is the pillar and the ground of the truth. I must believe, obey and follow the truth. Nobody knows all the truth, only God does. But as we learn truth God expects us to believe, obey and follow the truth. Nora was in her 80’s when she learned the truth regarding the Sabbath. Now she had been a Christian for many years, but did she know all the truth? No, but she was following all the truth that she knew and when she learned this truth she embraced it even though it meant some major change. 
Let’s look at something in the scriptures regarding Christians that do not know certain truths yet, 2 Corinthians 8:12. “For if there be first a willing mind, [it is] accepted according to that a man hath, [and] not according to that he hath not.” In other words, if I am following all the truth that I know, Jesus accepts me because I am following all the truth that I know. The church is the pillar and the ground of the truth and truth is progressive. God leads His church into more and more truth as we read in Proverbs 4:18 “But the path of the just [is] as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.”
So the light of truth has been shining more and more. In the 1840’s our early pioneers were Adventist who were keeping Sunday. But when the light of truth shined on the Sabbath, most of them embraced it and started keeping it. Did they know all the truth that we know today? The answer would be NO. Many Adventists back at that time were using tobacco and drinking the health destroying caffeine found in tea and coffee. Would we baptize anyone today who uses cancer causing tobacco? No. But back then, they didn’t know about it. When God revealed the dangers of these poisons, they stopped tobacco, tea and coffee. But did you know they were still eating pork into the 1850’s, but gave it up as soon as more light came on that subject.
Aren’t you glad that God accepts us just where we are at any given time in our experience? Oh yes otherwise we would have had no hope. The church is the pillar and ground of the truth. Back in the 16th century the Protesting churches were following all the light that had been revealed, but they had much more light to learn. The problem has been when the reformer died, they shut the gate to any more truth; so God raised up a new reformer to bring in more new light. And today there are over 38,000 Christian denominations all claiming to have the truth, but almost all have shut the gate on some of the mightiest TRUTH that God has thus far revealed.

What does the Bible call truth? Turn to John 14:6 “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” Brother and sisters this is a very scary text because are you aware of the fact that there are billions of people who will not acknowledge Jesus as the way, the truth, and the life. Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists and orthodox Jews will be lost because what does it say? “…no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” That is clear. There is no way to the Father other than through Jesus.
There are some who say that I will worship the Father but not Jesus. In heaven, Lucifer would acknowledge the Father but he would not acknowledge the supremacy of Jesus and there are billions on this planet today in the same boat. If I am going to travel the narrow way, I must first go through the gate which is the church, and the church is the pillar and ground of the truth, but who is the truth? Jesus is the Truth and I must acknowledge Him as the only Way through the gate. What else is Jesus called?
Revelation 19:13 “And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.” His name is the Word of God, let’s see what else, turn to John 8:31, 32 “Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, [then] are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” He is the Truth and the Truth shall make you free. 
What did Jesus say at His trial? John 18:37 “Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.” Jesus said the reason I was born, the reason why I am in the world is to bear witness to the what? Truth!

So if I want to go to the narrow way which leads to heaven, I have to go through the gate, and what is the gate? The church; and what is the church? It’s the pillar and ground of the truth; and what is the truth? Jesus is the Truth! The only way I am going to go through the gate is that I am going to have to be an obedient follower of Jesus. Doesn’t that make sense? God’s Word is clear.
Now let’s look at one more fact about Jesus that most Christians do not know. James 4:12 “There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy: who art thou that judgest another?” It says that there is only one lawgiver that can either save you or destroy you. What would this lawgiver who can save you be called? A Savior. And who is the Savior? Jesus! It says so in a number of places, Luke 2:11; John 4:42; Acts 5:31; Ephesians 5:23 and many more.

So the verse says that He is the Savior, but what else does it say He is? The Lawgiver! Some of you may be aware, but did you know that it was Jesus on Mt. Sinai that wrote those Ten Commandments in stone with His finger? He’s the Lawgiver that can save you or destroy you. Let’s see that fact from Scripture. John 1:18 “No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared [him].” How many mortal human beings have ever see the Father. It says NO man! The Scripture does not contradict itself in any place. Turn to Exodus 24:9, 10 “Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel: And they saw the God of Israel: …” By Jesus’ own words, no man has seen the Father, then who did they see? They saw Jesus. Now going on verse 10-12 “…and [there was] under his feet as it were a paved work of a sapphire stone, and as it were the body of heaven in [his] clearness.  And upon the nobles of the children of Israel he laid not his hand: also they saw God, and did eat and drink. And the LORD said unto Moses, Come up to me into the mount, and be there: and I will give thee tables of stone, and a law, and commandments which I have written; that thou mayest teach them.”
This is the God that they saw who said, “…commandments which I have written” and it is no one other than Jesus. Look what Moses said in Deuteronomy 32:3, 4 “Because I will publish the name of the LORD: ascribe ye greatness unto our God. [He is] the Rock, his work [is] perfect: for all his ways [are] judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right [is] he.” And drop down to the last part of verse 15 and then verse 18, “…then he forsook God [which] made him, and lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation.” “Of the Rock [that] begat thee thou art unmindful, and hast forgotten God that formed thee.” Now verse 30 and the first part of 31 and then verse 37, “How should one chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight, except their Rock had sold them, and the LORD had shut them up? For their rock [is] not as our Rock,” 37 “And he shall say, Where [are] their gods, [their] rock in whom they trusted,”
Moses referred many times to their God as their Rock, numerous mentions throughout the O.T.; and who was that Rock? Turn to the N.T. 1 Corinthians 10:1-4 “Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; And did all eat the same spiritual meat; And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ.”
It was Jesus Christ who was with the children of Israel through the wilderness experience. It was Jesus on Mt. Sinai who wrote His law on tables of stone. It is Jesus who is the Lawgiver and since the Law was given and spoken by Jesus Christ, could you then conclude that the Law is the Truth? Yes you can. John 14:6 “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life:” and John 14:15 He said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” If Jesus is the truth and He spoke and wrote the Ten Commandments, then His law must be the truth. Confirmation is found in Psalm 119:142 “Thy righteousness [is] an everlasting righteousness, and thy law [is] the truth.” What is the law? The Truth! So if I want to go to the narrow way which leads to heaven, I have to go through the gate, and what is the gate? The church; and what is the church? It’s the pillar and ground of the truth; and what is the truth? Jesus is the Truth and everything He said is the truth, because He is the Word of God and everything He wrote is the truth. The Ten Commandments are the truth because He wrote them in stone with His finger as He spoke them. So the only way through the gate is as an obedient commandment keeper.
Now let us look at the contrast between the narrow way and the broad way. We don’t have time to read it today so mark this down and read it at home; Testimonies volume 1 page 127 – 131, titled “The Two Ways.” What we will look at is the contrast that SOP brings out in these two ways, the broad way and the narrow way.
 “These roads are distinct, separate, in opposite directions. One leads to eternal life, the other to eternal death. I saw the distinction between these roads, also the distinction between the companies traveling them. The roads are opposite; one is broad and smooth, the other narrow and rugged. So the parties that travel them are opposite in character, in life, in dress, and in conversation.”  {1T 127.1}

Notice they are going in opposite directions and the parties travelling them are opposite in character, in life, dress and conversation. Where do the ones on the broad road end up? Eternal Death! And those on the narrow way? Eternal life. 
Let’s look at some of the differences in these two groups. It goes on to say, “Those who travel in the narrow way are talking of the joy and happiness they will have at the end of the journey. Their countenances are often sad, yet often beam with holy, sacred joy. They do not dress like the company in the broad road, nor talk like them, nor act like them. A pattern has been given them. A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief opened that road for them, and traveled it Himself. His followers see His footsteps, and are comforted and cheered. He went through safely; so can they, if they follow in His footsteps.”  {1T 127.2}”
So there is a difference in what these two groups talk about and they would be talking about different things. What you are talking about reveals to the universe which way you are going. Those on the narrow way “…are talking of the joy and happiness they will have at the end of the journey.” Now it does say that, “Their countenances are often sad, (That’s because of the trials and the tribulation, but then it says,) yet often beam with holy, sacred joy.” And that’s because they are connected to Jesus and talk about Him often.

Now let’s look at the people on the broad road. The SOP says, “In the broad road all are occupied with their persons, their dress, and the pleasures in the way. They indulge freely in hilarity and glee, and think not of their journey's end, of the certain destruction at the end of the path. Every day they approach nearer their destruction; yet they madly rush on faster and faster. Oh, how dreadful this looked to me!” {1T 128.1}
Those on the broad road appear to be happy as “They indulge freely in hilarity and glee…” But they are going in opposite directions. They don’t look the same, they don’t act the same, they don’t dress the same and they don’t talk the same. 

Then she saw something very interesting. “I saw many traveling in this broad road who had the words written upon them: "Dead to the world. The end of all things is at hand. Be ye also ready." They looked just like all the vain ones around them, except a shade of sadness which I noticed upon their countenances. Their conversation was just like that of the gay, thoughtless ones around them; but they would occasionally point with great satisfaction to the letters on their garments, calling for the others to have the same upon theirs. They were in the broad way, yet they professed to be of the number who were traveling the narrow way. Those around them would say: "There is no distinction between us. We are alike; we dress, and talk, and act alike." {1T 128.2}
Did you hear that? God showed the prophet that many SDA’s are travelling the broad road that leads to destruction.  They are claiming to be dead to the world, but they are not. They know many of our Biblical based doctrines but it says, "There is no distinction between us. We are alike; we dress, and talk, and act alike." That means that their husband is not Jesus, they are married to the world. They want to be saved but they love to dine at Satan’s buffet table. Where are they going to end up? The broad way leads to destruction. Is it enough just to be a professed member of the SDA Church? On the broad way you can dress as you please, you can eat what you please, watch what you please and you can say what you please. But can you do what you please on the narrow way? No and let’s read that in the Bible.

Galatians 5:17 “For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.” Can those on the narrow way do those things that those on the broad way do? Verse 18 says, “But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.” The narrow way people are not under the condemnation of the law because they are keeping it. But the people on the broad road are listed in verses 19-21, “Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are [these]; Adultery, fornication, (stop – spiritual adultery and fornication is unfaithfulness to Christ – preferring the things of this world) going on uncleanness, lasciviousness (which is a love of sin leading to reckless behavior), Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance (that is contentious debating), emulations (that is jealousies), wrath, strife, seditions (that is dissension), heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings (that is rioting), and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told [you] in time past, that they which do such things shall (what?) not inherit the kingdom of God.”

The broad way has no restrictions but the narrow way is restricted. Now one more point. The narrow way is a way of hope, and you can never get on the narrow way unless you are willing to live a holy life.

We cannot make ourselves holy but when we enter into a covenant relationship with Christ, He can make us holy. Look at Ezekiel 20:12, “Moreover also I gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign between me and them, that they might know that I [am] the LORD that sanctify them.” The word sanctify means to make some thing or some person or group of people holy. God says that if you are keeping my Sabbaths which are a sign between God and His people, He is saying I am going to make you holy.
The narrow way is a way of holiness. Turn to Isaiah 35:8 first part, “And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness;” Now this is describing the highway we will be travelling in heaven and if the righteous will be on that road in heaven, shouldn’t we be on that road here? 
In closing, turn to Ephesians 1:4 “According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:” We should be what? Holy! Now go to I Peter 1:16 “Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.” Peter was quoting Leviticus 11:45. Now let us look at Hebrews 12, which is talking about the trials and tribulations that our Lord allows us to have. He compares our heavenly Father with our earthly father who had to punish us in order to teach us valuable lessons; we see that in verses 7, 8 & 9. Verse 10 says, “For they (our earthly fathers) verily for a few days chastened [us] after their own pleasure; but he (our heavenly Father) for [our] profit, that [we] might be partakers of (what?) his holiness.” 
Romans 7:12 says the law is holy and if I am living a perfect narrow way life, I am in harmony with the commandments because the law is holy and therefore I am holy.
I ask you this question. Are you choosing to be with the few on the narrow way or are you with the many on the broad road? The few go through the narrow gate, the house of God which is the church while the many go through the broad gate, and that’s any house they please.
The few on the narrow way know that Jesus wrote, spoke and kept the Ten Commandments and they would rather die than break a single one, while the people on the broad road keep what is convenient and adjust what is not to suit their own comfort. That’s called situation ethics. They are filled with pride and seek every pleasure.
Which road are you on?
