Mecklenburg Correctional Center – Building 2 (Red) Room1212

Lesson Handout – February 24, 2007              

The Seventy Weeks of Daniel 9 
Last week, we studied the longest time prophecy in the Bible.  We read in Daniel 8:14, “And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.” We know according to Numbers 14:34 and Ezekiel 4:6, that one prophetic day equals one literal year. Therefore Daniel 8:14 is saying from one specific date, it would be 2,300 years to the date that Jesus begins the judgment in heaven.


Daniel 9:24 stated, "Seventy weeks are determined, upon thy people and upon thy holy city, ..." The seventy weeks (490 years) are cut off from the 2,300 years. So the starting point of the 2,300 years and the 70 weeks was to be the same date, and as we discovered that was in 457 BC. Daniel 9:25 gave us the clue as it said, "Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem...." 

We learned that there were three decrees. Ezra 6:14 second sentence, "… And they builded, and finished it, according to the commandment of the God of Israel, and according to the commandment of Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia."


Cyrus who gave a decree in 537 B.C.; Darius in 520 B.C.; and Artaxerxes in 457 B.C.  The decrees of Cyrus and Darius resulted only in the reconstruction of the Temple. In Ezra 7, the command by Artaxerxes was the decree, that gave Ezra permission to reconstruct the city.  
 


According to Ezra 7:7 this decree was issued "in the seventh year of King Artaxerxes," or 457 B.C.  According to all historical data, it is one of the most archeologically proven dates of the Bible. 
We subtracted 457 from 2,300 and had 1843 as the difference. Keep in mind 457 years from 457 BC places us at 1 AD. This is because we went from 1 BC to 1 AD with no zero year. With no zero year, we have to add 1 year to 1843. The result showed us that the fulfillment of the 2,300 year prophecy was in the fall of 1844 AD. Jesus left the Holy Place in the heavenly Sanctuary where He was mediating on behalf of God’s people since AD 31, and moved into the Most Holy Place of the heavenly Sanctuary to begin the work of judgment, the cleansing of the Sanctuary which is the investigative judgment, the anti-typical Day of Atonement. Every case was coming up for eternal decision. 
Now we will look at the 70 weeks part of the prophecy as we read in Daniel 9:24, "Seventy weeks are determined, upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy."
This part pertained to the first advent of Jesus and as you see its fulfillment and accuracy, it will build your faith in the Word of God. Last week we referred to the prayer of Daniel recorded in Daniel 9:4-6; 11-13. While Daniel was praying, the angel Gabriel came back to pick up the interpretation of the vision where he left off.  

Verse 22 "And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding." Verse 23, "At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come to shew thee; for thou art greatly beloved:  therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision." The angel says, "Consider the vision."  
Let's read verse 24 slowly and understand what it means,

"Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city."  Here's the key question:  Who is "thy people" referring to? The Jewish nation.  Daniel was a captive Jew in Babylon, and so he says it's a specific prophecy for "thy people" or the Jewish nation. 


God made a covenant with the Hebrew people, to make them His own.  The covenant was originally made to all of the Hebrews—all twelve tribes.  But as time went on, ten of the twelve tribes proved unfaithful and they were cut off even before this.  Then there were left two tribes, the tribe of Benjamin, and the tribe of Judah.  Benjamin became absorbed into Judah, and so all we had was the tribe of Judah. Daniel was of the tribe of Judah.   


Then it says "thy holy city."  What city is the holy city? It is  Jerusalem; this is a prophecy specifically for the Jews and for the city of Jerusalem. God had promised Israel blessings if they would obey and curses if they would not, (Leviticus 26:31) God said He would scatter Israel and lay their cities waste. Daniel in his prayer in chapter nine recognizes the fulfillment of those words, and yet in spite of their captivity, the Jews had not repented.  


So God's promise was inherited by the tribe of Judah. God had promised to make them His witnesses on Earth. But a covenant is between two people, or two parties.  Whenever God makes a covenant with people, it is made on condition that we fulfill our part, so that He can fulfill His part. So God's covenant to bless His people is on condition.  When God calls to bless a nation or a people, such as Israel, that is always a conditional promise that those people fulfill their part of the bargain to be obedient.  (Just as his agreement with Adam and Eve was conditional)


So the first part of this prophecy, the 70 weeks or 490 years applied to the Jews. What God is saying in this prophecy to Daniel is, "Listen, Daniel, I love my chosen people.  We have made a covenant together, but they're not sticking with it. So I'm going to give a final probationary period of time, of 70 weeks, or 490 years, to the Jewish nation and to the city of Jerusalem. 


God is giving Israel a certain amount of symbolic time to represent a certain amount of literal time. The Jewish nation would have 490 years of opportunity or probation, a period of grace, to make things right with God, and finally accept their true Messiah.

So the angel is simply saying, "There are 490 days out of the 2300 days that we're going to deal with first."  We apply that well known principle of a day representing a year in Bible prophecy, (Ezekiel 4:6, Numbers 14:34) which results in us understanding the prophecy to be for 490 years.  


We start at our beginning date, 457 BC.  Seventy prophetic weeks = 490 literal years. That part, which is cut off from the 2300 years is the 70-week prophecy or 490 years. 


Now let's really get into the heart of this exciting prophecy. Daniel 9:25 “Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.” 

All right now we have a new time period of seven weeks and threescore and two weeks until Messiah the Prince. Seven weeks or 49 days plus threescore and two weeks, that’s 62 weeks or 434 days = 483 days, added together = 69 weeks. That’s a period of 483 prophetic days or 483 literal years. Why do you suppose it broke the 69 weeks into seven and sixty-two? Seven weeks or 49 prophetic days = 49 literal years. The prophecy says, “…the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.”  It took 49 years to rebuild the walls and the city and it was done under extreme stress. Often those who worked on the wall had to have a tool in one hand and a weapon in the other.


The 483 years from the fall of 457 B.C. takes us to the fall of A.D. 27. Keeping in mind that there was no zero year. The year that followed 1 B.C. was 1 A.D.  The prophecy says “…unto the Messiah the Prince …” What happened in the fall of A.D. 27? Jesus left his carpenter trade and began His ministry as the Messiah. At His baptism He was anointed. In the Hebrew, the meaning for Messiah is "the anointed one."  And guess what the meaning for Christ is in the Greek?  "The anointed one."  So whether you have "Messiah" in the Old Testament Hebrew, or whether you have "Christ" in the New Testament Greek, they both mean the same thing, "the anointed one."  

Now let’s read the next two verses, Daniel 9: 26,27 “And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease,…”


The prophecy tells us that at some time after the 69th week, Messiah would be cut off. Then it predicts the destruction of both the city and the temple, something that actually did happen in 70 A.D. Verse 27 says the He shall confirm the covenant for one week, 7 prophetic days or 7 literal years. From the fall of 27 A.D., that takes us to the fall of 34 A.D. What was significant about 34 A.D.? The 490 years of probationary time for the Jewish people was to come to an end. Notice this prophecy also says, “…and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, …” That means the middle of this 7 year period. 3-1/2 years after His baptism, in the Spring of 31 A.D., Jesus, the anti-typical Lamb of God was crucified, and the whole system of animal sacrifice ended. Right on schedule in God’s perfect timing.


But in 34 A.D. something happened that changed the emphasis of the gospel from going to the Jews. Let's read the story and see how this prophecy was perfectly fulfilled. Turning to Acts 7, we see this fulfilled, word for word, in Bible prophecy. 


Jesus had left the earth 3-1/2 years prior to this.  And He told His disciples, "I want you disciples to preach to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  Show them Bible prophecy.  Show them that I was truly the Messiah."  And the disciples pled with the Jewish people, especially the leadership of the day. But those leaders continued to harden their hearts and they continued to resist the Holy Spirit. Stephen was boldly preaching a sermon, and the Bible says they were convicted in the heart, but they got angry and bitter with Stephen and the Bible says they gnashed their teeth.

  
They decided, "We're going to kill this guy.  We don't want to hear any more about Jesus Christ the Messiah."  Acts 7:59, "And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit."


The Sanhedrin, the Jewish supreme council, passed a decree rejecting Christianity.  The signal event of this was the stoning of the deacon Stephen, a devoted follower of Christ.  And at that point they not only had killed Jesus, but began to kill His followers.  


In 34 A.D. Stephen was the first Christian martyr and he died in the streets of Jerusalem, the rejection of the gospel by the Jewish leaders, ended their probation. And who was a main culprit behind that? Saul of Tarsus. 

  
Acts 8:1,2 "And Saul was consenting unto his death.  And at that time there was a great persecution against the church which was at (what city? The city of) Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles. And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him."


 Notice what happens in verses 3-5, "As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and women committed them to prison. Therefore they that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the word. Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them."

That was the Samaritans.  The Jews hated the Samaritans—they wouldn't even talk to them. In fact, in the Bible they called them dogs.  But what happened here was Israel had used up their probationary time. God had been long suffering toward them. God didn’t want to cut them off—through disobedience they cut themselves off. It was then time for the gospel to go to the world, and not just the Jewish people. 


The disciples had to leave God's former chosen people, and go out to the whole gentile world and spread the gospel to those that would accept it. Saul of Tarsus was converted and became Paul. His mission was to bring the gospel to the Gentiles.

Let's go now to Acts 13:45, 46  "But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy, and spake against those things which were spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming.  Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken to you:  but seeing ye put if from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn (to who?) to the Gentiles." They tried to share the gospel of Jesus Christ with the Jews, but in general they wouldn't accept it, so they had no other choice but to go to the Gentile world.  

It goes on in verse 48 and says, "And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord:  and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed." 


It says in verse 50 though, "But the Jews stirred up the devout and honourable women, and the chief men of the city, and raised persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them out of their coasts." 

Here again, we see the Jews rejecting the gospel. The entire animal sacrificing ceremony only had meaning as it pointed to the cross. But when the Lamb of God died in the midst of the week, right on time, animal sacrifice was nailed to the cross.


Jesus died right on time. The necessary sacrifice for sin had been completed, and Jesus said it is finished. Here we see that all these prophetic dates exactly fit the crucial events of Jesus' life. Jesus died in the spring of 31 AD, exactly 3 1/2 years into the final week of the prophecy.


We know Jesus was baptized in the 15th year of Tiberius Caesar.  If we take the Bible account as listed in the book of John, it lists 4 Passovers which came in the Spring and on the 4th Passover Jesus was crucified.  If you list those 4 Passovers from the fall of 27 A.D., it brings you according to the Bible record to 31 A.D. – exactly in the middle or “midst” of the 70th or final week of the prophecy. 

 
Jesus is who He claimed to be, the Messiah.  This is the foundation of our faith. He went willingly to Calvary to fulfill Bible prophecy word for word.  God didn't want us to guess as to who the true Messiah was!

 Have you ever heard of the seven-year tribulation period that the futurists expound? Do you know where the seven-year tribulation theory comes from? It comes from this very prophecy that we have studied.


It doesn't take a scholar to realize we have 70 weeks, 69 to the Messiah, and we have 1 in between. But they have taken the 70th week out of its Biblical context, and without any Biblical support or any Bible reason, thrown it 2000 years into the future and applied to the end of time. They say that the 70th week applies to the last days after the rapture, and the Jewish people are going to be God's people again, during a 7-year tribulation. That's where that idea comes from. 

And because this prophecy centered so much on King Jesus, the devil has taken this part of the prophecy that applies so beautifully to events that surrounded the 1st coming of Jesus, and he has cunningly confused many sincere folks in today's Christian community, to wrongly apply the 70th week to a false understanding of the Antichrist.


Daniel 9:27 "And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: ..." It is Christ, not the Antichrist whom the Bible speaks about making a covenant with many!

Matthew 26:28 says, "For this is my blood of the new testament (covenant), which is shed for many for the remission of sins."


Jesus is the maker of the eternal, everlasting covenant with man-kind and He sealed or confirmed that covenant with His own blood on Calvary. The covenant that if we sinned, and rebelled against Him He would give His life for our salvation. 


What would happen at the end of the 2300 years? Just as surely as Jesus was baptized on time; died on time; and went into the Holy Place to begin His high priestly ministry on time; now, in the time of the end, He went into His final phase of judgment in the Most Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary, right on time, so that He may fulfill the type given in the earthly sanctuary by performing a work of judgment, by cleansing the heavenly sanctuary of the record of all sin before He returns to this earth.   


Jesus will soon declare the verdict, in Revelation 22:12, "He that is unjust, let him be unjust still:  and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still:  and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still:  and he that is holy, let him be holy still.”  


That will be the end of probation. Every case will have been decided. Then after a short period where God’s mercy and grace are withdrawn from this rebellious planet, and God’s wrath is poured out in the seven last plagues, Jesus will come as it so states in 


Revelation 22:13, “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.” Every case will have been decided when He comes. 


The first part of the prophecy, the 70 weeks, WAS TO PREPARE THE WORLD FOR THE FIRST COMING OF JESUS!   Most people in the time of Christ missed it! 

The second part of the prophecy, the 2,300 years, is to prepare the world for the second coming of Jesus! Let’s not miss it! 


Both events are part of the same prophecy because both portray the work of Jesus on our behalf, first as the “Lamb of God” (John 1:29); and secondly His work as the High Priest in the heavenly Sanctuary, ministering the benefits of the Blood of that Sacrifice on our behalf. (Hebrews 9:11, 12)


Ultimately the second part of the prophecy is crucial because it reveals whether we have truly accepted by faith, what Christ accomplished for us during in the 70th week of the first prophecy at Calvary.

Revelation tells us that in the time of the judgment God opened the door of the temple in heaven. If the door opened, it must have been shut before. The only time the door of the Most Holy Place was opened was on the Day of Atonement. 


When that door was opened in heaven, something happened on Earth. The end time message of Revelation 14:7 began to be proclaimed “Fear God, and give glory to Him, for the hour of his judgment is come.”   
May God be praised. Amen.

Remember, if you get transferred out of Mecklenburg, you can write to me to receive future lessons by mail.

Richard C. Vaughn

P.O. Box 727


Your friends and relatives can study what you are studying by going 

South Hill, VA 23970 

on the internet and going to: http://www.victorysdachurch.org/prison.html
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