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December 29, 2012 - Prison Ministry
Adventism's 7 Pillars

Pillar #2- The Ten Commandments"
God instructed the Israelites through Moses to make preparation to meet Him. We read this from PP. 
“On the morning of the third day, as the eyes of all the people were turned toward the mount, its summit was covered with a thick cloud, which grew more black and dense, sweeping downward until the entire mountain was wrapped in darkness and awful mystery. Then a sound as of a trumpet was heard, summoning the people to meet with God; and Moses led them forth to the base of the mountain. From the thick darkness flashed vivid lightnings, while peals of thunder echoed and re-echoed among the surrounding heights. 
"And Mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the Lord descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly." 
"The glory of the Lord was like devouring fire on the top of the mount" in the sight of the assembled multitude. And "the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and waxed louder and louder." So terrible were the tokens of Jehovah's presence that the hosts of Israel shook with fear, and fell upon their faces before the Lord. Even Moses exclaimed, "I exceedingly fear and quake." Hebrews 12:21.  {PP 304.2}

“The people of Israel, because of their sinfulness, were forbidden to approach the mount when God was about to descend upon it to proclaim His law, lest they should be consumed by the burning glory of His presence. {PP 339.1}

“The Father and the Son, attended by a multitude of angels, were present upon the mount.” {PP 339.1} 

And now the thunders ceased; the trumpet was no longer heard; the earth was still. There was a period of solemn silence, and then the voice of God was heard. Speaking out of the thick darkness that enshrouded Him, as He stood upon the mount, surrounded by a retinue of angels, the Lord made known His law. Moses, describing the scene, says: "The Lord came from Sinai, and rose up from Seir unto them; He shined forth from Mount Paran, and He came with ten thousands of 
saints: from His right hand went a fiery law for them. Yea, He 
loved the people; all His saints are in Thy hand: and they sat 
down at Thy feet; every one shall receive of Thy words." 
Deuteronomy 33:2, 3. {PP 304.3} 

Jehovah revealed Himself, not alone in the awful majesty of the judge and lawgiver, but as the compassionate guardian of His people: "I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage." He whom they had already known as their Guide and Deliverer, who had brought them forth from Egypt, making a way for them through the sea, and overthrowing Pharaoh and his hosts, who had thus shown Himself to be above all the gods of Egypt--He it was who now spoke His law.  

     The law was not spoken at this time exclusively for the benefit of the Hebrews. God honored them by making them the guardians and keepers of His law, but it was to be held as a sacred trust for the whole world. The precepts of the Decalogue are adapted to all mankind, and they were given for the instruction and government of all. Ten precepts, brief, comprehensive, and authoritative, cover the duty of man to God and to his fellow man; and all based upon the great fundamental principle of love.               

     “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thyself." Luke 10:27. See also Deuteronomy 6:4, 5; Leviticus 19:18. In the Ten Commandments these principles are carried out in detail, and made applicable to the condition and circumstances of man.  

I. "Thou shalt have no other gods before Me."
II.   "Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God   am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; And showing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments." 
III. "Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain: for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh His name in vain."
IV. "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work: but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it."  

Now let’s put a magnifying glass on these first four commandments:

1.  "Thou shalt have no other gods before Me."  

     Jehovah, the eternal, self-existent, uncreated One, Himself the Source and Sustainer of all, is alone entitled to supreme reverence and worship. Man is forbidden to give to any other object the first place in his affections or his service. Whatever we cherish that tends to lessen our love for God or to interfere with the service due Him, of that do we make a god. 


Today men, women and children make gods out of professional sports and their players, entertainment superstars, video games, soap operas, and most TV programming, fashions, politicians, electronic gadgets and the list is endless. Satan’s design is to have your mind so pre-occupied that your thoughts are not on God or the plan of salvation. Satan knows you don’t have to worship him directly; he gets people’s worship indirectly by having their focus diverted from God. He wins by default.
 2. "Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: …"  

     The second commandment forbids the worship of the true God by images or similitudes. Many heathen nations claimed that their images were mere figures or symbols by which the Deity was worshiped, but God has declared such worship to be sin. The attempt to represent the Eternal One by material objects would lower man's conception of God. The mind, turned away from the infinite perfection of Jehovah, would be attracted to the creature rather than to the Creator. And as his conceptions of God were lowered, so would man become degraded.

Sincere Christians, even SDA’s believe that it is okay to have crosses around their necks or in their homes or churches, yet the commandment clearly forbids graven images which includes anything composed of wood, metal, stone, etc. used for worship. Reverence is not to be given to any two dimensional things such as pictures.


Idolatry of human reasoning, philosophy and false science leads millions to reject the clear plain truth of the scriptures. So man makes a god out of his intellect as well do those who accept their theories as facts.


Many parents make gods out of their children by serving their every whim and satisfying their every desire, rather than teaching them to be responsible young Christians. 


Too many people today have made gods out of their stomachs and their bodies become desecrated temples unfit for the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Are we eating and drinking to the glory of God?

Whatever it is, if it gets your time, your money and your attention, and diverts your focus from God, it is a god and needs to be re-examined as to whether it is an idol that you need to be delivered from. 

Today in most Christian churches, it is difficult to tell a Christian from a worldly person. Many worship at the altar of the fashion god, and wear expensive clothing that may be far from modest, and are all decked out with jewelry, piercings and even tattoos. The Bible forbids it all. God has made it clear in both the O.T. and N.T. that His people should not wear gold, silver or jewels. We have even been given this counsel, We need not wear the sign, for we are not untrue to our marriage vow, and the wearing of the ring would be no evidence that we were true. I feel deeply over this leavening process which seems to be going on among us, in the conformity to custom and fashion. Not one penny should be spent for a circlet of gold to testify that we are married.”
Even so far as holding back one cent of an honest tithe is failing a test that God uses to prove our faithfulness, and is breaking the first, second and eighth commandments. God goes on to say,     “… for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God,…” The close and sacred relation of God to His people is represented under the figure of marriage. Idolatry being spiritual adultery, the displeasure of God against it is fitly called jealousy.
     “…visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; …" It is inevitable that children should suffer from the consequences of parental wrong-doing, but they are not punished for the parents' guilt, except as they participate in their sins. It is usually the case, however, that children walk in the steps of their parents. By inheritance and example the sons become partakers of the father's sin. Wrong tendencies, perverted appetites, and debased morals, as well as physical disease and degeneracy, are transmitted as a legacy from father to son, to the third and fourth generation. This fearful truth should have a solemn power to restrain men from following a course of sin.    “… And showing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments."
In prohibiting the worship of false gods, the second commandment by implication enjoins the worship of the true God. And to those who are faithful in His service, mercy is promised, not merely to the third and fourth generation as is the wrath threatened against those who hate Him, but to thousands of generations.
     3. "Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain: for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh His name in vain."  This commandment not only prohibits false oaths and common swearing, but it forbids us to use the name of God in a light or careless manner, without regard to its awful significance. By the thoughtless mention of God in common conversation, by appeals to Him in trivial matters, and by the frequent and thoughtless repetition of His name, we dishonor Him.     "Holy and reverend is His name." Psalm 111:9. Every pastor should go by the title pastor and not Reverend. The word Reverend is used only one time in the entire Bible and that we just read. "Holy and reverend is His name." So for a man or woman to be addressed with the title Reverend is blasphemous as I see it. John 10:33 says,     “The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God.” Who are we to call anyone by God’s name? So it is not only blasphemous, but it is vain usage of God’s name.
All should meditate upon His majesty, His purity and holiness, that the heart may be impressed with a sense of His exalted character; and His holy name should be uttered with reverence and solemnity.
Those who profess to be Christians and live lives that break God’s commandments are using Christ’s name in vain just in identifying themselves as Christians.

Now I want to address the area where most Christians break the third commandment; and that is in the area of common religious slang. The definition of slang is low, vulgar, unmeaning language. Most do it not even realizing that slang usage of God’s name was developed to make it socially acceptable. 
Here are examples:   Judas priest, gee, geez, jeepers, and gee whiz are all a euphemism alteration of the name of Jesus;
Gosh, golly, gosh darn, goodness sakes, are all a euphemism alteration of the name of God; 
Holy smokes, holy cow, holy holy moly and holy mackerel are all a euphemism alteration of the Holy Spirit. Any one of these slang words are a violation of the third commandment for they are taking God’s name in vain and the commandment reads,     “for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh His name in vain." 

Let’s be serious here for Jesus has said in     Matthew 12:36, “That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.”

A sincere Christian will never bring shame to the master as they will by their fruit bear the name of Christ well. But a false Christian, a hypocrite, brings shame to the name of Christ and cause hypocrisy to be as much a violation of the third commandment as any profane usage of God’s name.
4."Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work: but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy  

maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it."  

     The Sabbath is not introduced as a new institution but as having been founded at creation. It is to be remembered and observed as the memorial of the Creator's work. Pointing to God as the Maker of the heavens and the earth, it distinguishes the true God from all false gods. All who keep the seventh day signify by this act that they are worshipers of Jehovah. Thus the Sabbath is the sign of man's allegiance to God as long as there are any upon the earth to serve Him. The fourth commandment is the only one of all the ten in which are found the name, title and jurisdiction of the Lawgiver. It is the only one that 
shows by whose authority the law is given. Thus it contains the seal of God, affixed to His law as evidence of its authenticity and binding force.  

     God has given men six days wherein to labor, and He requires that their own work be done in the six working days. Acts of necessity and mercy are permitted on the Sabbath, the sick and suffering are at all times to be cared for; but unnecessary labor is to be strictly avoided.     "Turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on My holy day; and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honorable; and . . . honor Him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure." Isaiah 58:13. Nor does the prohibition end here.     "Nor speaking thine own words," says the prophet. Those who discuss business matters or lay plans on the Sabbath are regarded by God as though engaged in the actual transaction of business. To keep the Sabbath holy, we should not even allow our minds to dwell upon things of a worldly character. And the commandment includes all within our gates. The inmates of the house are to lay aside their worldly business during the sacred hours. All should unite to honor God by willing service upon His holy day.
We should even get in the habit of excluding the word Saturday from our vocabulary, so that in all our communications, regardless of whom we are speaking or writing to, we will use the word Sabbath only. By using the word Saturday we are failing to separate the holy from the unholy, and in effect we profane the holy Sabbath of the Lord.      Ezekiel 22:26 says, “Her priests have violated my law, and have profaned mine holy things: they have put no difference between the holy and profane, neither have they showed difference between the unclean and the clean, and have hid their eyes from my sabbaths, and I am profaned among them.”
“… and have hid their eyes from my Sabbaths …” 


In too many churches today, the sanctuary, where we come to worship God; reverence for the sanctuary has become nearly extinct. But the Bible says in      Habakuk 2:20, “But the LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him.” Silence means quiet.       Psalm 46:10 says, “Be still, and know that I am God: …” 

The sanctuary is reserved for worship, reverential praise, exaltation, adoration and thanksgiving being given of our entire person, body, soul and spirit to a sovereign God. There is no place in the sanctuary for noise, confusion, laughter and idle chatter.


Let all greeting, talking, hand shaking or hugging be done in the hallway, fellowship hall or outside, so that reverence in the sanctuary may be maintained. We serve a holy God and He has said,      “Ye shall be holy: for I the LORD your God am holy.” Leviticus 19:2. These words were not written for just Old Testament people, they were written for any who identify themselves as true followers.


The Sabbath hours, from sundown Friday to sundown Sabbath, are impossible to keep holy without the unction of the Holy Spirit to guide, empower and to motivate us; to be mindful of the awesome holiness of the Sabbath hours with God, the ruler of the universe.

We should make preparation for the Sabbath on the 6th day and guard the edges of the Sabbath, so that when it is to begin, all preparation has been done and we may welcome the Sabbath as we would an old friend; and when it comes to an end, we are no less grateful for the holy time with God.   
Now let’s examine the last six commandments:

V.   Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.

VI. Thou shalt not kill.

VII.  Thou shalt not commit adultery.

VIII. Thou shalt not steal. 
IX. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. 

X.  Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbours. 

   Now let’s put a magnifying glass on the last six commandments:

5. "Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee."  

Parents are entitled to a degree of love and respect which is due to no other person. God Himself, who has placed upon them a responsibility for the souls committed to their charge, has ordained that during the earlier years of life, parents shall stand in the place of God to their children. And he who rejects the rightful authority of his parents is rejecting the authority of God. The fifth commandment requires children not only to yield respect, submission, and obedience to their parents, but also to give them love and tenderness, to lighten their cares, to guard their reputation, and to succor and comfort them in old age. It also enjoins respect for all others to whom God has delegated authority.       
This says the apostle, "… is the first commandment with promise." Eph. 6:2. To Israel, expecting soon to enter Canaan, it was a pledge to the obedient, of long life in that good land; but it has a wider meaning, including all the Israel of God, and promising eternal life upon the earth when it shall be freed from the curse of sin. 
6. "Thou shalt not kill." 

The sixth commandment’s foundation is the sacredness of human life. 

The law of God prohibits envy, jealousy and hatred which surges through the soul. Tale bearing and gossip is engaging in character assassination, which is also a form of murder.
All acts of injustice that tend to shorten life; the spirit of hatred and revenge, or the indulgence of any passion that leads to injurious acts toward others, or causes us even to wish them harm. Leviticus 19:17
“Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart:” 1 John 3:15 says,   "Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer:" 
Even a selfish neglect of caring for the needy or suffering; all self-indulgence or unnecessary deprivation or excessive labor that tends to injure health--all these are, to a greater or less degree, violations of the sixth commandment.
Ingesting or inhaling any toxic substance is self-murder. Eating or drinking that which God forbids is also a form of self-murder.

The sixth commandment is also to provide protection for all creation. Cruelty to animals is also prohibited by its provision.      Proverbs 12:10 tells us that, “A righteous man regardeth the life of his beast:”
7. "Thou shalt not commit adultery." Christ, who taught the far-reaching obligation of the law of God, declared the evil thought or look to be as truly sin as is the unlawful deed in 
Matthew 5:28, “That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.”

This commandment forbids not only acts of impurity, but sensual thoughts and desires, or any practice that tends to excite them. Purity is demanded not only in the outward life but in the secret intents and emotions of the heart. 
More than 70% of women and 60% of men have received some form or another of sexual abuse.

Modern nations today are fast going down the pathway of Sodom and Gomorrah.

There are so many people today of low morals, and it is a fact that we will become like the people we associate with.
God never intended that a child should ever see another’s nudity until marriage, but sadly television, movies and the internet are filled with the filth of the world and it is so prevalent today that the innocent are easily subject to its exposure.
 Psalms 101:2, 3 says,
“I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way. … I will walk within my house with a perfect heart. I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes:” 

8. "Thou shalt not steal." Both public and private sins are included in this prohibition. The eighth commandment condemns manstealing and slave dealing, and forbids wars of conquest. It condemns theft and robbery. It demands strict integrity in the minutest details of the affairs of life. It forbids overreaching in trade, and requires the payment of just debts or wages. 
It declares that every attempt to advantage oneself by the ignorance, weakness, or misfortune of another is registered as fraud in the books of heaven.  

Even withholding one dollar of the Lord’s tithe is a failure of a test of obedience and is registered in the books as theft of God’s money.

Many so called Christians think it a justifiable action to cheat on their income tax, but an honest report is required to meet the 8th commandment.  
9. "Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor."  

     False speaking in any matter, every attempt or purpose to deceive our neighbor, is here included. An intention to deceive is what constitutes falsehood. 
By a glance of the eye, a motion of the hand, an expression of the countenance, a falsehood may be told as effectually as by words. All intentional overstatement, every hint or insinuation calculated to convey an erroneous or exaggerated impression, even the statement of facts in such a manner as to mislead, is falsehood. Again income tax is covered hear as well. 

This precept forbids every effort to injure our neighbor's reputation by misrepresentation or evil surmising, by slander or tale bearing. Even the intentional suppression of truth, by which injury may result to others, is a violation of the ninth commandment.  

10. "Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is thy neighbor's."  

     The tenth commandment strikes at the very root of all sins, prohibiting the selfish desire, from which springs the sinful act. He who in obedience to God's law refrains from indulging even a sinful desire for that which belongs to another will not be guilty of an act of wrong toward his fellow creatures.  

     Such were the sacred precepts of the Decalogue, spoken amid thunder and flame, and with a wonderful display of the power and majesty of the great Lawgiver. God accompanied the proclamation of His law with exhibitions of His power and glory, that His people might never forget the scene, and that they might be impressed with profound veneration for the Author of the law, the Creator of heaven and earth. He would also show to all men the sacredness, the importance, and the permanence of His law.  

“Let every man stand in his lot and in his place, working with earnestness, decision, and power to advance God's cause, bearing aloft the standard on which are inscribed the words "The commandments of God and the faith of Jesus."” {UL 258.2}

Next Sabbath we will continue our series on "Adventism's 7 Pillars- #3 - The Seventh day Sabbath"

Let us pray …
