PRISON MINISTRY – January 10, 2009

Sermon Delivered Sabbath January 3, 2009 at
Victory Everlasting Gospel Church
“2009! Laodicean or Remnant?”
It is a choice that we all individually make; whether to be a member of God’s last day church, or to cast our lot with the world. But God has given us, who profess to be Seventh-day Adventists, another choice in this final generation, and that is to be a majority, nominal, Laodicean Seventh-day Adventist, or a minority, connected, remnant Seventh-day Adventist. God never forces the will, one path or the other, we all will choose.

Approximately 60 hours ago the last day of the year 2008 forever slipped into eternity. Everything that occurred in that tumultuous year is forever fixed in history. To every person that has ever lived, or is now living, or will soon live, there will come a moment when their probation will reach the deciding point, from which their will be no change from the place that their life’s course had attained. That deciding point will be the end of their probation and the sum of their life’s record will determine their eternal destiny. God has made provision that every one of His created beings can have for his or her own life’s record, the sinless life of Jesus, or he or she can stand on their own life’s records with every stain of sin as a witness to their defense.
Yes, when probation ends for any person, whether it is through death by accidental or natural causes, their eternal destiny is fixed, and nothing can be done to change it. He or she who is holy will be holy in the judgment. We will not be able to hope God makes an exception. Either our case will stand before the judgment seat of God’s throne, wearing the robe of Christ’s righteousness, or it will be clad in the filthy rags of unrighteousness.

Numerous opportunities are given to us every day, to show where we are connected. The Bible tells us that Jesus said in Matthew 6:21 “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” Let’s examine that scripture because Jesus may have been addressing the people in His audience in His day, but God had Matthew to faithfully record it so that I would understand that Jesus was talking to me. Say that with me, Jesus was talking to me. Now repeat with me that Jesus was talking to me when He said where my treasure is, there is my heart also. Say it with me, Jesus was talking to me when He said where my treasure is, there is my heart also. In other words, my heart is where my money is spent or where it is deposited. We either invest for the salvation of souls, or we invest to the glory of our selves. 
May I ask you, do we pay tithe? No we do not pay tithe, but if we are faithful we will return the tithe as it is the rightful property of God and He has established the system of tithing to prove our faithfulness. Let me repeat that, He has established the system of tithing to prove the faithfulness of those who claim to be His followers. Often conditions are such that we think that somehow our financial condition must improve before we can give God what is rightfully His. And so Satan leads our thinking in a channel to steal from the Almighty God and our financial situation mysteriously worsens.

God issued a challenge in Malachi. He said that we should bring His tithe to His storehouse and we are to prove Him now, not some mysterious time in the future. He was saying, “Put Me to the test. But if you choose to keep My tithe, then you will always put your money into a pocket with holes.” Brothers and sisters, it would be far better to enter a neighbor’s house and steal his goods, than to steal from God. But you say, “I would never steal from my neighbor, God’s Word says, “Thou shalt not steal;”” which is my point exactly. If we think that retaining God’s tithe until we are in better shape financially, then we have bought Satan’s lie and we fail God’s test of faithfulness. The unexpected emergencies that produce a financial drain will not stop. God does not need the tithe, all the money and treasures in the world is His. The tithe has one purpose as far as His people are concerned, and that is to prove your faithfulness. CPA’s and mathematicians can not logically explain why 9/10 blessed always goes further than 10/10 unblessed. The blessing or the curse, it is ours individually to choose.
But not only the money He has blessed us with, this scripture of Jesus Matthew 6:21 “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also,” has additional meaning as it applies also to where we spend another treasure that God has so graciously given us, and that is our time. Where your time is spent, there will your heart be also. Do we make it our time, or is it His time?

God has given us 168 hours a week. How much of the 168 hours is spent in prayer and Bible study or reading books that draw us closer to God? Let’s analyze this situation. Say we get 8 hours of sleep every night and so that would leave us 112 hours. Then if we are working folk and spend 40 hours a week at work with say another 10 hours commuting, that leaves us 62 hours. Then let’s say we spend another 21 hours preparing and eating meals and another 12 hours doing household chores and maybe another 4 hours at the store. We still have 25 hours. Does our Bible study get more or less time than our TV viewing? Some of us are retired so that 25 hour figure should be much higher. The point is who or what activity gets our spare time? Just as 2008 is history, so was every wasted moment. 
When we talk on the telephone, are our conversations to the point, or do we go on and on, wasting words. Like any other modern invention that we use, the telephone can be used by Christians to the glory of God, or to the pleasure of Satan. Just because we may talk to another church member does not make the call holy. Do our conversations lift up our brothers and sisters, or do we engage in talk about their characters. Listen carefully to the words of Jesus in Matthew 12:35-37, “A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things. But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.” 
Here are the characteristics of a Laodicean and a Remnant. You tell yourself which one you are. One type of Laodicean sees themselves as rich, and increased with goods, and has need of nothing. Rev 3:17. They are generally self satisfied and content with their lives and go to church, tithe, sing the hymns and pray the prayers. They dress and look good. They most likely even have the admiration of their church members as they are good, moral, positive and confident people. They are busy and have jam-packed schedules. They barely have time each week to hurry and finish their Sabbath School lesson at the last minute. But is that enough? Who is in control?

Another type of Laodicean is a typical pew warmer that can’t make it to Sabbath School and sometimes is late for church. They have no time to participate in any church activities or to help in the care of the church, but they do find time to complain and find fault. They often feel appointed to tell others what is wrong with a brother or sister in the faith. They are neglectful in their Bible study and love to spend their spare time with their entertainment center. They have a yo-yo Christian experience and often wonder why their prayers go no higher than the ceiling.

There may be a number of other Laodicean characteristics that I have not even mentioned. But the common thread which runs through the lives of most Laodiceans is that they all have the same enemy who controls their lives. It is their absolute worst enemy. 

Who is their worst enemy? Satan? No, no, no. The Pope? No. The Jesuits? Not even close. Everyone’s worst enemy is that person they see in the mirror. Self is my worst enemy and self is your worst enemy. 
Jesus said in Matthew 15:8 “This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.” Every Laodicean has heart disease. How does Jesus see a Laodicean? Lukewarm and it makes Him sick to His stomach. Rev. 3:16. Turn if you will to Revelation 3:17. He sees Laodiceans as, “…wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:” 
Is the case of Laodiceans hopeless? Not at all, for Jesus says in Rev. 3:18 “I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire,” that gold tried in the fire is faith, love and truth often developed under affliction, “…gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich;” not in this world’s goods but spiritually rich, “…and white raiment,” that is the robe of Christ’s righteousness, “…that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear;” the nakedness is self-righteousness “…and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.”  Laodiceans are spiritually blind and they need the Holy Spirit which does the convicting, and the convincing and the converting. The eyesalve is true spiritual discernment obtained through the Word of God by the agency of the Holy Spirit. 
What does Jesus say next? Rev. 3:19 “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.”  He loves and died for all Laodiceans. When we are chastened by God, it is never punishment. He says He does so because He loves us and is calling for our repentance. He wants Laodiceans to be among His remnant. He goes on to say in Rev 3:20   “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock:” What door is He knocking on? The door of the heart? Whose heart? My heart. Say it, Jesus is knocking on my heart. Then He says, “…if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.”  Listen carefully, just as long as there is the tiniest vestige of self in the heart, there is NO room at the IN for Jesus. He said “If you open, He will come IN.” When you open, self must leave. When self is gone, the promise of Jesus will be fulfilled that He stated in Revelation 3:21 “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.”  

Revelation 3:21 describes a Remnant believer for he or she is an overcomer. Let’s explore further the characteristics of a remnant believer. Revelation 12:17 “And the dragon (that’s Satan) was wroth (that’s extreme anger) with the woman, (that’s God’s church) and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, (that’s God’s church in this last generation) which keep the commandments of God, (that means all ten including the seventh day Sabbath) and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. (That of course is the Spirit of Prophecy)” 
So, number 1 the remnant are commandment keepers and pay heed to the counsels of Jesus. What else? They exhibit ALL the fruit of the Spirit as listed in Galatians 5:22, 23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.” Their love is ever demonstrated because they are filled with Jesus’ love and because of that fact they ever abound with joy. No matter the trial or temptation they are longsuffering for Jesus is their hope. They are gentle and good for they love every person that Jesus died for and they long for the salvation of each. They have unshakable faith and they exhibit a meekness that is obvious to those who know them. They have no pride problem. They are temperant individuals for they know that their bodies are not their own and they have been bought with a price, therefore they glorify God in their bodies. 1 Corinthians 6:20. They obey the 8 laws of health for they are good tenants of God’s property. They are excellent stewards of God’s blessings. 

“And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God.” Revelation 14:5.  Guile is deceit and a Remnant would rather die than bear a false witness. Remnant believers are blessed for Revelation 22:14 says, “Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.”
You may say that I see myself as a Laodicean. How can I become a remnant? I read this quote for Acts of the Apostles page 482 paragraph 3. “God wishes us to have the mastery over ourselves. But He cannot help us without our consent and co-operation. The divine Spirit works through the powers and faculties given to man. Of ourselves, we are not able to bring the purposes and desires and inclinations into harmony with the will of God; but if we are "willing to be made willing," the Saviour will accomplish this for us, "Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ." 2 Corinthians 10:5.  

I close with two scriptures, Philippians 4:8 “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.”  

2 Peter 1:5-7 “And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.”  

End of Sermon
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I end with this quote from the Spirit of Prophecy, the book “Sons and Daughters of God, page 201:

And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. Matt. 24:12, 13.
     "And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold." The very atmosphere is polluted with sin. Soon God's people will be tested by fiery trials, and the great proportion of those who now appear to be genuine and true will prove to be base metal. Instead of being strengthened and confirmed by opposition, threats, and abuse, they will cowardly take the side of the opposers. The promise is: "Them that honour me I will honour.". . .  

     Already the judgments of God are abroad in the land, as seen in storms, in floods, in tempests, in earthquakes, in peril by land and by sea. The great I AM is speaking to those who make void His law. When God's wrath is poured out upon the earth, who will then be able to stand? Now is the time for God's people to show themselves true to principle. When the religion of Christ is most held in contempt, when His law is most despised, then should our zeal be the warmest and our courage and firmness the most unflinching. To stand in the defense of truth and righteousness when the majority forsake us, to fight the battles of the Lord when champions are few--this will be our test. At this time we must gather warmth from the coldness of others, courage from their cowardice, and loyalty from their treason. . . .  

     The Captain of our salvation will strengthen His people for the conflict in which they must engage. . . .  

     Now is the time when we should closely connect with God, that we may be hid when the fierceness of His wrath is poured upon the sons of men.  

     All who will gather warmth from the coldness of others, courage from their defections, and loyalty from their treason, will triumph with the third angel's message.”  
Blessings Brother,
Pastor Richard Vaughn
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